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Introduction

MSO Inspector
finds and scans
all of your Access
and Excel files.

This document explains the purpose and functionality of the MSO Inspector.

The MSO Inspector is a software utility that scans Microsoft Access databases and Excel
Workbooks across an organisation's network drives. Originally designed to assist
organisations in scoping the magnitude and complexity of their Access database
population, the MSO Inspector has now been enhanced to include Excel files, also
typically used in business critical applications.

Audit information produced by the Inspector for Access databases is used to determine
which databases are candidates for converting and migrating to SQL Server/Azure using
2sQL.

The MSO Inspector does not need Microsoft Access or Microsoft Excel to do its work. All
it needs is a SQL Server connection to log the information it finds. For Microsoft Access
audits, if Access 2010 is not installed, users can simply install the Access Database
Engine 2010 Distributable which allows the MSO Inspector to scan versions as early as
Access 2.0. For Microsoft Excel, the MSO Inspector uses the Excel Data Source OLE
Provider for ADO.NET.

The MSO Inspector will not modify any of the files that it opens and scans, and it will
preserve the Date Last Accessed property of each file processed.

For more information, please refer to the ‘MSO Inspector User Guide’ and the 25QL
Functionality Overview’ document.
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The MSO Inspector Functionality

The MSO Inspector opens with a browser to select the network path where Access

databases or Excel Workbooks reside. Although only one path can be selected per

session, the MSO Inspector will quickly detect and open each file, which could exist in

the hundreds or thousands per network drive.

The MSO Inspector will log statistical and metadata-based information about each file to

a SQL Server Database repository.

It is important to note that the MSO Inspector does not process system files and folders.
The MSO Inspector will always ignore files with ‘S’ prefixes as it expects these to be
System files by convention. The MSO Inspector also bypasses standard system folders as
user data should not exist inside these folders. The system folders bypassed include:

AdminTools
CDBurning
CommonAdminTools
Cookies

Desktop

Favorites

Fonts

History
InternetCache
LocalizedResources
NetworkShortcuts
PrinterShortcuts
Recent

Resources

SendTo
StartMenuSystem
SystemX86
UserProfile

Windows
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Audit information 1. The AccessDatabasesSQL Server database contains the
provided on all following information about each Microsoft Access database.

Access databases.
Database

Filepath and File Name.

Date Created, Modified, and Last Accessed.

File size in bytes.

The binary version of Microsoft Access,e.g. 2.0, 95,97, 2000,2002,2003,2007,2010
The name and value of several database properties, e.g. Startup Form

Log Date of when the database was scanned by the MSO Inspector

Error message if the database could not be opened due to
password/security/corruption etc

Tables

Table Name and properties, e.g. Connection String

Row Count.

Table Fields and properties, e.g. Field Type

Table Relationship names, properties and attributes.

Error Message if the above information could not be retrieved.

Queries

Query Name and Type, e.g. SELECT, UPDATE etc.

SQL Statement.

Query Fields and properties, e.g. Field Type

Connect Property

Error Message if the above information could not be retrieved.

Forms, Reports, Modules, Macros

Object Name

Additional Information

The AccessDatabases database also contains the following SQL Server Views to assist in
reporting:-

ObjectCount — A grouping of the total number of Tables, Relationships, Queries,
Forms, Reports, Modules, and Macros at the Access Database level.
ComplexityRating—An estimation of the complexity of each Access database if 2SQL
is used to convert and migrate it to SQL Server. Confirmation of such estimation
requires confirmation by the 2SQL Detective. Organisations are free to modify the
complexity formula provided.
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Audit information ii. The ExcelWorkBooksSQL Server database contains the
provided on all following information about each Microsoft Excel Workbook.

Excel Files. Workbook

Filepath and File Name.

The name and value of several Work Book properties, e.g. Subject, Title
Date Created, Modified, and Last Accessed.

File size in bytes.

Log Date of when the Workbook was scanned by the MSO Inspector
Error message if the Workbook could not be opened due to
password/security/corruption etc

WorkSheets

WorkSheetName

Row Count

Column Header Names, Type and Ordinal Position

Error Message if the above information could not be retrieved.

Enhancement requests to increase the functionality of the MSO Inspector are welcome.
Please contact us on our web site at www.cu2global.com/contact-us
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